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PROCEEDINGS OF THE VIRGINIA COMMITTEE 
OF CORRESPONDENCE, i759-'70.* 



Illustrated by Extracts from the Journals of the House of Burgesses. 

(concluded) 

(House of Burgesses.) 

May 25, 1770. 
' ' Mr. Treasurer reported from the Committee appointed upon 
Tuesday last", to draw up an Address to be presented the Gov- 
ernor, that the Committee had drawn up an Address accord- 
ingly, which they had directed him to report to the House; and 
he read the same in his Place, and afterwards delivered it in at 
the Clerk's Table, where the same was read, and is as followeth, 
riz: 

My Lord 

We his Majesty's most dutiful and loyal Subjects, the Bur- 
gesses of Virginia, beg leave to present to your Excellency our 
sincere thanks for the early Attention you have been pleased to 
give our former Address and Memorial respecting the Extension 
of our Boundary to the Westward, the Importation of Salt from 
foreign European Ports, and the future Currency of Copper 
Coin within this Colony." 

" His Majesty's great Goodness in so immediately referring the 
humble Petitions of his dutiful Subjects to his Board of Trade 
and Plantations cannot but afford us the highest Satisfaction, and 
we acknowledge with Pleasure the great Candour of his Majesty's 
principal Secretary ol State for this Department in having the 
Consideration of the several Matters, mentioned <in your Lord- 
ship's Message, postponed, till the Agent for the Colony should 
receive proper Instructions from us; but, my Lord, having al- 
ready through your Excellency, to us the most agreeable Chan- 
nel of conveying to the Throne our humble Requests, submitted 

•The proceedings of the House of Burgesses and the letters of the 
Committee of Correspondence illustrate farther the history of Virginia's 
effort to secure a westward extension of her boundary line. 
I 
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to his Majesty's Wisdom our Reasons for desiring a more ex- 
tended Boundary, we have nothing farther to add on that Head, 
except that, if the Truth of any of the Fads contained in our 
humble Memorial should be doubted, we are persuaded it may 
be established by unquestionable Proofs. 

The Foundation of our Wishes respecting the free Importation 
of Salt we trust is also fully explained and understood, and as 
to the Copper Money, which w^ desire to have circulating 
amongst us, our humble Request is that it may be current here 
as in Great Britain, allowing for the difference between Sterling 
Money and the Currency of this Colony at the Rate of Twenty- 
five per cent. 

It only therefore remains for us to entreat your Lordship, in 
whom we have abundant Reason to repose the greatest Confi- 
dence, to use your farther good Offices in endeavouring to pro- 
cure Success to the earnest Desires of this House in these sev- 
eral important Articles." 

It was ordered that the Address be presented by the whole 

House." 

CHousE OF Burgesses.) 

May 30, 1770. 

On this day the address was presented to the Governor, who 

answered as follows: 

" Mr. Speaker awrf Gentlemeti 

of the House ^Burgesses: 

I will report to the King the full Contents of your very oblig- 
ing Address, and will again implore his Majesjty, as immediately 
as possible, to indulge his House of Burgesses in all their rea- 
sonable Desires. — To do less would be to neglect my Duty. 

Having last night received certain Material Papers from Mr. 
Stuart, Superintendent of the Southern District, I must beg 
leave to submit them to your immediate Consideration." 

"Mr Speaker acquainted the House, that the Governor had 
delivered to him the Papers Mentioned in his Excellency's An- 
swer to the Address of this House, to have been received from 
Mr Stuart, Superintendent of the Southern District. 

And he delivered the said Papers in at the Clerk's Table. 

And the said Papers were read. 
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Ordered, That the said Papers do lie upon the Table, to be 
perused by the Members of the House." 

(House of Burgesses) 

June 14, 1770. 

"The Order of the Day being read for the House to resolve 
itself into a Committee of the whole House, to consider further 
the present State of the Colony. 

Then the House resolved itself into the said Committee. 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair. 

Mr. Bland took the Chair of the Committee. 

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair. 

Mr. Bland reported, from the Committee, that they had come 
to a Resolution, which they had directed him to report to the 
House; and he read the Report in his Place, and afterwards de- 
livered it in at the Clerk's Table; where the Resolution of the 
Committee was read, and is as followeth, viz: 

Resolved, That it is the Opinion of the Committee, that it may 
be extremely dangerous to the unhappy people who have settled 
beyond the Lines fixed on by the Superintendent of Indian Af- 
fairs, as the Limits between the Cherokees and this Colony, to 
delay any longer entering on a Negotiation for the more extensive 
Boundary which his Majesty has approved of; and that an hum- 
ble Address be presented to his Excellency, the Governor to 
desire he would immediately take such Steps as are necessary 
for entering upon a Treaty with the Cherokees for the Lands lying 
within a Line to be run from the place where the North Carolina 
Line terminates, in a diie Western Direction, till it intersects with 
Holslein River and from thence to the Mouth of the Great 
Kanhawa; and that he will be pleased, when a Cession of those 
Lands shall be obtained, to proceed to mark and establish that 
Boundary. 

The said Resolution being read a second Time, was, upon the 
Question put thereupon, agreed to by the House. 

Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to his Excel- 
ancy the Governor, to desire that he will immediately take such 
Steps as are necessary for entering upon a Treaty with the Cher- 
okees, for the Lands lying within a Line, to be run from the 
Place where the North Carolina Line terminates in a due West- 
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ern Direction, till it intersects Holslein River, and from thence 
to the Mouth of the Great Kanhawa; and that he will be pleased, 
when a Cession of these Lands shall be obtained, to proceed to 
mark and establish that Boundary. 

Ordered That the said Address be presented to his Excellency, 
by Mr. Bland, Mr. Richard Henry Lee, Mr. Edmund Pendle- 
ton, Mr. Treasurer <2«<;^ Mr. Henry." 

[It was then resolved that the Committee of the whole on the 
State of the colony should meet again the next day. ] 

(House of Burgesses.) 

June i6, 1770. 

[Mr. Bland reported to the House that in response to the ad- 
dress of yesterday, the Governor had promised that he would 
immediately take steps to carry out their wishes.] 

" The House, according to Order, resolved itself into a Com- 
mittee of the whole House, to consider further of the present 
State of the Colony. 

Mr. Speaker left the chair. 

Mr. Bland took the Chair of the Committee. 

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair. 

Mr. Bland reported from the Committee, that they had gone 
through the Matters to them referred, and had come to several 
Resolutions, which they had directed him to report to the House; 
and he read the Report in his Place, and afterwards delivered it 
in at the Clerk's Table; where the Resolutions of the Committee 
were read, and are as followeth, viz : 

Resolved, That it is the Opinion of this Committee, that the 
several Persons who settled on Lands in this Colony, lying on 
the Waters of the Mississippi River, for which his Majesty's 
Patents have been obtained, and are Resident thereon, have not 
forfeited his Majesty's Protection, but are intitled to all such 
Privileges, Immunities, and Protection, as his Majesty's other 
good Subjects of this Colony do enjoy. 

Resolved, That it is the Opinion of this. Committee, that the 
Committee of Correspondence ought to be directed to write to 
Edward Montagu, Esq. ; Agent for this Colony, in justification 
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of the Memorial presented by this House, in the former Part of 
this Session, to his Excellency Lord Botetourt, and therein to 
give a full Refutation of the Observations made on it by John 
Stuart, Esq. ; Superintendent of Indian Affairs. 

The first Resolution of the Committee being read a second 
Time was, upon the Question being put thereupon, agreed to 
by the House. 

The subsequent Resolution of the Comniittee being read a 
second TimCj the Amendment following was proposed to be 
made thereunto, viz: to add at the- End thereof these words, viz: 
'And that they also take Notice of some Parts of the said Mr. 
Stuart's Speeches to the Indians, at the Conference on that Sub- 
ject, which appear to be very exceptionable.' 

And the said Amendment was, upon the Question put there- 
upon, agreed to by the House." 



Proceedings of the Committee of Correspondence. 

[Committee to Montague.] 
[Endorsement.] 
Letter to the Agent, July 5th, 1770. 

Virginia, July 5th, 1770. 
Sir, — His Excellency L" Botetourt hav' laid before the House 
of Burgesses minutes of the Proceed" at a Congress of the'Cher- 
okee Indians, held at the Congarees on the loth day of April 
last, and also the Observations of John Stuart Esq', superinten- 
dent of Indian Affairs on their Memorial presented to the Gov- 
ernor in the former Part of the Session & by him transmitted to 
his Majesty's Secretary of State, We are directed to furnish you 
with the Reasons in justification of that Memorial which We 
hope will fully refute M' Stuart's observations. 

[Enclosed in Above Letter.] 

1st. The whole Country from Holston to the great Kunhawa 
is exceedingly mountainous & interspersed with rich & fertile 
Vallies. If the boundary Line is extended from the first River 
no farther than the Mountains, which will be found very near to 
the Beginning at Holston, How can M' Stuart's much desired 
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Purpose be obtained ? He professes that his great Object is, 
that the Fears and Apprehensions of the Indians may be quieted, 
' ' by marking out a plain and distinct boundary Line. ' ' 

Here he proposes to neglect marking the very Line that is to 
prevent Encroachments on the Hunting Ground, the Settlement 
of which, he says, will so greatly alarm all the Indian Tribes. 
How is it possible to determine upon a Course that will hit any 
certain Point at almost 200 Miles Distance through Woods & 
Mountains in a Country neve*- surveyed ? How can the Govern- 
ment of Virginia punish Intruders on that Country, when the 
Boundary Line cannot be known with any Degree of Certainty 
even by Persons the best acquainted in those Parts; while others, 
who may migrate from the interior Parts of this, or any neigh- 
bouring Colony, will be altogether at a Loss to distinguish the 
Indian Lands, from those they are permitted to settle. It is 
highly probable that in such a Situation our People may be the 
innocent Authors of future Mischiefs to themselves and others 
by Settling Indian Lands, which they are not able to distinguish 
from ours. 

2d. His Majesty intends the Extension of his Empire, the 
Increase of People, the Safety, Grandeur & Riches of all his 
Subjects. 

That a Country so fine, in Respect to Climate, Soil, &c., and 
so vastly extensive, should be necessary for Cherokee & Chick- 
asaw hunting Ground, is exceedingly strange, after what has 
passed on that Subject. When M' Stuart asserts it, We must 
beg his Pardon for refusing him our Assent, If it should be found 
either that he contradicts himself, or that the Indians are of a 
different Opinion from him. 

That the Chickasaws cannot claim the Lands between the 
Cherokee River* and the Kunhawa is evident from their Situa- 
ation; But who would have thought, that after hearing so much 
of Chickasaw Claims to this very Country, of Indian Confede- 
racies, and general Coalitions of every Tribe on the Continent, 
that M' Stuart should furnish the means of his own Confutation! 
The Fact is simply this. The Burgesses of Virginia declare that 
it would be greatly for the Interest of his Majesty to purchase 

♦Cherokee river, i. e., the Tennessee. 
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from the Cherokees all their Lands which the said Line would 
include and which they are willing to sell. Now in his 3rd Re- 
mark he acknowledges -the Claim of the Cherokees only, to the 
Lands between the Cherokee River and the Kunhawa which is 
all the Country in Question, where then is the Embarrass ? We 
want to purchase from those who have a Right to sell. Every 
prudential Reason urged against the sale of such a Country for 
his Majesty's Use and Benefit, it is presumed, would come with 
a better Grace from the Indians themselves, than from his Su- 
perintendent. 

The Distresses which are foretold will fall on the Chickasaws, 
are to happen when the Cherokees sell thqit Country to which 
the Chickasaws have no just Claim. Distresses or Complaints 
like these have never been heard but in Imagination, & deserve 
Contempt. 

Let us now see what Grounds there can be for M' Stuart's 
Apprehension of Hostile Confederacies from every Indian Tribe 
on the Continent. 

The great Northern Confederate Tribes have lately ceded * to 
us by far the greater Part of the Land between the fbremen- 
tioned Rivers, & before our People proceed to settle any Part 
of it, we propose to buy from the Cherokees whatever Right or 
Title they may have to the Country lying Avithin those Limits. 
A reasonable Man would be apt to think that a Title, thus se- 
cured by a double Purchase, would be free from Objection. Can 
a fair Purchase thus made, with every Sanction the Indians can 
give it, excite in M' Stuart the Ideas of Encroachments or the 
terrors of Hostility, &c. ? The western Tribes are agreed to 
have no Claims here; The Cherokees and northern Tribes are 
those from whom the Lands are to be purchased. What Con- 
federacy then can we apprehend ? If any is to be expected. 
Reason & Justice would demand that the Indians who had made 
the Cession should unite with us in Defence of it. 

• By the treaty of Fort Stanaix, in 1768, the Six Nations made a new 
cession of their claims to the Kentucky country as low down as. the 
Cherokee or Tennessee river. 

For a succinct review of the Indian claims to the present Kentucky, 
see Withers' border Warfare (Thwaite's edition), 193-196. 
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M' Stuart's Opinion as to the Commerce of that Country 
comes next: The Position is that the Trade for Skins afforded 
by that Country being already in the Hands of his Majesty's 
Subjects, the Commerce of the Mother Country would not be 
increased by settling British Subjects there, for says he the In- 
dians will loose their Deer with their Lands. In other Words 
the plain Meaning is this, that Great Britain gains as great ad- 
vantage by the Cherokees killing Deer & Selling the Skins from 
that Country to Indian Traders as she would receive from as 
many Laborers as might be employed there. The contrary of 
this is evident. The Channels thro' which the Indians trade at 
present passes, is unnatural. The knowledge of Indian Affairs 
is not yet so far monopolized, as to hinder the Inhabitants of 
Virginia from observing with great Concern, the Loss of a very 
valuable Branch of Trade which their Situation & other natural 
Advantages gave them a Right to expect. The Monongahela, 
the Kunhawa & the Cherokee River, lead directly Eastward 
from the great Country on the Ohio, & open easy and obvious 
Channels of Commerce down the Rivers that run thro' this Col- 
ony into the Atlantic* 

From Pittsburg down the Ohio & Mississippi to the Sea, is 
upwards of 2,000 Miles by Water. The great Desart thro' 
which the small Vessels must pass, affords an Asylum for Rob- 
bers: And the Traders must be in emminent Danger unless 
properly escorted. The Western Shores of the Mississippi as 
well as its Mouth & the Gulph of Mexico, are possessed by 
French and Spaniards who in Time of War will easily make 
Prize of all small Vessels which may escape other Dangers. 

From Pittsburg to Quebec the Distance by Water is near 
1,500 Miles. Small Vessels are necessary for navigating up- 
wards to Lake Erie. Large ones are then wanted, and so alter- 
nately large or small must be had as Occasion requires to pass 
with Commodities thro' the great Lakes along the River St. 
Lawrence to Quebec. From thence the Passage to the Ocean 
is often dangerous and even impracticable by Reason of the 

*The argument here reminds one of that of the advocates of " The 
Central Water Line," whose terminus should be Hampton Roads. 
About thirty years ago this matter was the subject of much discussion 
in Virginia. 
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severe Frosts and other Causes. Besides this, there are several 
long Portages, or Carrying Places nearly equal in the whole to 
the Land Carriage from Red-Stone to Wills' s Creek. In this 
Route by St. Lawrence to Quebec great Dangers may be appre- 
hended from Parties of Indians inclined" to Plunder. 

This then is Mr. Stuart's natural Channel of Commerce! Un- 
happy indeed will it be for those Men who settle there if no 
Channel of Trade more convenient can be found! But the same 
Views and Ideas, yvhich for the Purpose of Commerce, prefer a 
fertile and wide extended Territory in the rude State of Nature 
to one improved by Art & Labour, suggested this Plan of In- 
tercourse with the Mother Country as the easiest and most con- 
venient. 

3d. The Answer to this Remark hath been in some Measure 
anticipated above. We therefore need only to add that when 
the Cherokees shall declare to us that they chuse to recede from 
their former Professions, we shall believe them. They have 
acknowledged themselves well Satisfied at our surveying & seat- 
ing Lands near as far as the great Island. For it is a Truth, 
that most of the Surveys that are made in that Country, are 
near twenty Years old. These Indians have been continually 
f assing thro' it, have seen our Settlements there many Times, 
when they were marching as our Auxiliaries and have never 
been thought dissatisfied or have been heard to complain of En- 
croachments, 'til since the Era of Mr. Stuart's Superintendancy. 

It is not pretended that any Patents for those Lands have 
been made since the royal Proclamation of 1763 and no Person 
has Claims there, except under Patents regularly & legally ob- 
tained. Indeed, Mr. Stuart calls their Legality in Question & 
by the same Reasoning that he would invalidate these, he may 
call in Question the Tribe of all the Lands in British America. 
II anything more than the King's Grant is necessary to give a 
Right to what we call vacant Lands in America where must our 
Researches end ? If Indian Deeds of Cession properly made 
and authenticated are essential to a good Title, let me ask how 
or by what Rule, are we to judge of such Authenticity ? How 
are we to know that Lands claimed by this or that Tribe, are 
properly theirs, and that each Nation hath, previously to every 
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such Contract, deputed certain Men to dispose of that Property 
in which every individual hath a part ? 

This is just hinted to shew the Absurdity of referring any Land 
holder here to any other Title than that alone, which is recog- 
nized by our Laws. The Remarkes might have been satisfied 
in this his Scruple, by reflecting, that no Man in the British Do- 
minions can hold Lands by any other Tenure than such as is 
derived from his Majesty or his Predecessors. By such the 
Lands in Question are held, and if a better Title or further As- 
surance was necessary, I might quote Acts of our Assembly rat- 
ifyed by the Royal Assent by which the Adventurers in that 
Country had great Encouragements to become resident on their 
Lands; Our Remarker indeed seems to be the first Man in any 
eminent Station under his Majesty, that has ever made a Ques- 
tion of the royal Prerogative touching this Matter. 

When it is said, that no Settlements were made beyond Stal- 
naker's * before Nov' 1768, We cannot but lament that any Person 
in our Remarker's elevated Station, should venture to assert a 
Fact as void of Foundation & which may be :io easily disproved 
by a great number of Grants made by his Majesty of those 
Lands and by every Person who made a Settlement there before 
that Period. People were settled to the Westward of the said 
Place before. 

Two letters have been written by the said M' Stuart, addressed 
to his Lordship the Governor replete with Reasoning and Facts 
bearing strong Similitude to those contained in his Remarks. 
Minutes of a Treaty with the Cherokees, accompanied the last 
of his Letters, in which abundant Matter appears to convince us 
that the Interests of Virginia are strangely neglected and her 
Tranquility endangered. 

In the last Speech the Superintendant makes to the Indians 
you will find he expresses in this manner: "I am sorry to hear 
you recede from your agreem" in said Talk which the Governm' 
delayed accepting of in hopes of obtaining a more extended 
Boundary. I am however to acquaint you that as no new Treaty 
has been entered into, the line agreed upon at Hard Labour is 

* For early settlement of southwest Virginia, see Summer's History 
of South West Virginia, 43-89. 
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Still the Boundary, and I dare say the Governor will not suffer 
or encourage any Settlement beyond it. There are many Fam- 
ilies in South and North Carolina Settled very near the Boun- 
dary line their Horses and Cattle may stray beyond it: but I 
hope you will Order your People not to take advantage of such 
involuntary encroachment by killing or taking away such Cattle. 
In the meantime I expect his Majesty's final Orders relative to 
the Boundary Line behind Virginia which T shall communicate 
to you when received. People who make Settlements beyond 
the Established lines & who infest your Hunting Grounds con- 
trary to Treaty & the Sense of Government forfeit his Majestys 
protection; their Cattle you may use freedom with." 

This is in effect to declare and Publish to the Cherokee Indians 
that all Persons settled beyond the Boundary agreed upon at 
hard labour have forfeited his Majesty's Protection, endangers 
the Peace & tranquillity of this Colony & tends to excite the 
said Indians to commit Hostilities on those Settlers. This be- 
haviour the House of Burgesses have determined to be excep- 
tionable and unwarrantable and expect that you will represent 
to his Majesty and his Ministers in what light they consider M' 
Stuart's conduct on this Occasion and how justly in their Opinion 
he deserves the Censure of Government. 

We were particularly directed to send you a Petition to his 
Majesty which you are to present as soon as may be and after it 
shall be presented or offered to be presented, you. are then to 
procure it to be Printed & Published in the English Papers. 

It may not be amiss to be more explicit to you on what is but 
hinted at in the Petition to his Majesty, that is, to observe how 
uncandid and unbecoming it was in Lord Hillsborough to Au- 
thorize Lord Botetourt to Assure the Assembly that they might 
expect a Repeal of the Duties on the three Articles, Paper, Glass 
and Painter's Colours when it proves so very Partial with respect 
to the first and most considerable. 

We have rec* your several Letters from the 9th Nov. 1769 to 
the 6th of March 1770, none of which require any particular no- 
tice except that relative to the application to the Lords of 
Treasury for Grants of Lands on the Ohio. We approve your 
precaution on the occasion & must request of you to endeavour 
to protect the Rights of those who claim any part of the Lands 
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SO applied for under former Grants. When you furnish the Plan 
of application to the Treasury we shall be better enabled to give 
you particular Instructions. 

The follow' Acts of Assembly which statid suspended 'til his 
Majesty's approbation is obtained, are recommended to your 
attention: 

An Act ' ' for regulating the Election of Burgesses, for declar- 
ing their privileges and Allowances & for fixing the Right of 
Electors." 

An Act ' ' to repeal an Act made in the twenty-second Year of 
his late Majesty's Reign intituled an Act concern* Strays and to 
establish a more effectual Method to prevent frauds committed 
by Persons taking up Strays" 

An Act ' ' to amend the Act intituled An act to amend the Act 
for the better Government of Servants and Slaves." 

An Act " ' to prevent the exorbitant Exactions of the Collectors 
of the County and Parish Levies." 

We are, Sir, 

Your most H'ble Serv'ts. 



ADDRESS OF THE COUNCIL TO GOVERNOR 
SPOTSWOOD, SEPTEMBER, 1713. 



[The representation to the Commisioners of Trade which 
Spotswood is here requested to support, was one asking that the 
duty on tobacco be lowered. See Spotswaod Letters, II, 35.] 

To the Hon"" Alexander Spotswood, Her Majesty's Lieutenant 
Governor and Commander in Chief of the Colony and Do- 
minion of Virginia: 

The humble address of the Council of the said Colony. 

May it please your Hon': 

Judging ourselves obliged in duty to her Majesty, and in 
compassion to the lamentable circumstances of our poor Country 



